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THe Associated Press sailed me "s one-men foreign aid program’' . 
Newspapers captioned my picture * farmer-diplomat* « Hsdie sse fl station® 

from eoast to coast and e round the world Invented their own compliments. 

Maryland 

I mo. the afs^U^-poultry farmer *feos© person?,! agricultural assistance 
to unknown, poorer farmers in less developed countries succeeded and, for 
s while, seemed to capture the national imagination. In whet I consider s 

full life, nothing has given me as much seti sfectioa. 

Perhaps the most gratifying experience was the reedy help provided 
by people of all ages, many then and still unknown to me* who pitched in 
as each of an incredible sequence of emergencies arose. Without them the 
first of my projects would nersr have succeeded, that was important to rae 
and, if the statement of a government official is true, to the then fledg- 
ling Peace Corps, for be credited this project with getting the Peace Oorpe 
its first good publicity ” break" . 

"Geese For Peace” is what -Martha Cole, the Associated Press’s warm- 
hearted Sashiagtca. correspondent who wrote the first story, dubbed ay adven- 
ture. That phrase stuck. It was also applied to my subsequent efforts. 

-'Why gee set” you my wonder, especially when my wife and I are 
championship chicken reisers- and. cooks. Because geese have the unique 
capacity to live end reproduce themselves on vegetation alone. They sen 
convert whst would othe rfise be waste - weeds and grass - into animal pro- 
tein. And animal protein, is probably the greatest single deficiency in the 
diets of sll the underfed peoples of the world. 

v.hat prompted a f rimer to do something as off-best as this. 




I drew taj? inspiration from two presidents, Si senhower and Kennedy, 
Whm n lW* erne back ttm Southeast Asia, be ssade a fins speed h in # 5 ids be 
mid that go ve mase nt *- to-go re roam t a IS ®8 essential, but eeefe «a©riean 
should also think how he could kelp* t*ai probably the only icaa who took 
Ilia Bwloualy, But my efforts awe to nothing after las© years of trying, 
and I had given up idler. Z¥K*& inatigurel address stirred us eXl, especially 
als tmibygettsble line, "Ask sot whet your country will do for you - ask 
whas you osn do for your country.” I bop© I’m not the only one who took 
this inju&ehim to heert. 

In giving the Paso© corps my beauti ful flock of 25 kbits Chins 
geese, I also hsd lees obvious purposes. 1 muted to get people thinking 
about our expensive official foreign aid, I muted fever millions in the 
pockets of crooked politicians As never stay bought. I want ad sore food 
in empty stomachs. 1 wanted our fine agricultural scientists to realize 
their twe&ti sth-oentu ry skills and techniques cannot he successfully sups r- 
Imposcd on almost medieval ecmmd.es> sA»s I wanted at Is set some people in 
tb® rest of the world to understand that, regardless of tduat they might 
hsva heard, Am risers era not motivated by only mercenary and selfish ccc.- 
si dors ti ons. 

How well 1 succeeded can fee measured by the prominence world- side 
news madia gave the story end by the hundreds of letters;, not one of which 
was a "crunk" .letter, from friends I hadr.H seen in years, frera other 
farmers in remote cress of far-away lands, from governments, and from just 
wonderful, plain people who stopped their daily =%ork long enough to send 
tie a f m encouraging words. The United States Isforastlon Agency has toM 
me how .much these projects have helped our national Iss^e. W® ha ve seen 
this personally in communications fro® every continent except Australia. 
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■fiy I decided ca tt» %lie CM® geese - ttsii »Mn-Ute Semity, 
productivity, «d e«s« epecial »i« »«-«M — 

4otec about the®. 

faking it up with the International Cooperation Administration (X3A)» 
fore-runner of the pie seat Agency for lateraeti^X i)®veiope»at Good 

ressti&a bat nothing happened* %«» i t was too l«te to send *® e ® e » offer 
of eggs for hatch ins. All the red taps that bogged It down, ending ml th 
joyous acceptance of fertile eggs for 4-H Club prizes is fore®* but inability 
of ICA-Tosbicrton to gat from IGA- Korea n«ues sad addresses of recipients, 
eves efts? 1 had arranged free air transportation of eggs* 



Informal acrslaalon of ressoni’ No opportunity for local graft; no 
justification of large suss appropriated - reference for expansive proj- 
ects which made striking statistics; not the tyre of project that justified 
ttas of highly educated, well salaried Washington personnel or impressed 
Congress at appropriation time* 

Phone call to Pees© Corps pub LI 2 information office a half-hour be- 
fore th? wording day began* found s ran et work. He liked the ides, said 
he knew of two "lecas it would work in wall, and promised to ha in toy? fa. 

It happened as be seif, and I hserd from the Heifer Project that they were 
to arrange for transportation of gesso to ft. lauc is, perhaps the tiniest 
and poorest of the British trest Indies. 

Notification geese to be shipped from Friendship Airport, near 
Baltimore, only en hour frm our fa ray explanation of high costs end yet 
necessity of air transportation (oyer $£.00 per gross pound, or more than 
twice the value of the .geese, fro® 1 . 0 * 2 . only). I conceived special 



oret#s weighing less then half ftuefa es ordinary crates. My feed com- 
pany supplied rsw materials, high school shop teachers made actual design 
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to ms speeitSoatlomjg mM MM tMir students ffeterleatt* as mrt of sohaol wor&J* 
Tim Says of logistics by Heifer project to locate a ad Huy shipping 
apace, ifeSah «®s aiwilebie on Xy et XdlewiH Airport la Yew York la slat 
days* Cfeaas had to bo thefcsolO a«ja, Tuesday, TJ«c*isfeer 19# Cooperation of 
publisher of f Roderick, Kd, paper la arranging transport t.toa to Kew York 
from 3‘rederiok airport by local. Ciril Air Pet re- 1, which located end bor- 
rowed fire assail pl&aas for operation.# 

Wednesday, TJaeoaber 15, AP bro3® story frost coast- to-ecest, sn.fi 
Thursday TV esmxea were st our fean, ehewl&g its locetion anti where gens© 
were confined. Theft of cone of geese Vri&e? night by world’ a nastiest 
rasn. Offers from others the had ay took to make up losses. Use of party- 
line phone to spread s?o r& tb st I knew who had geese but would do nothing 
if they were returned in time - ea empty threat. 

While 1 was in Frederick Saturday afternoon arranging for transpor- 
tation of geese in bitter wet ther frar farm to airport, local yet called 
to retort loss in Christmas mil rush of prerequisite health certi fleet Iona 
from Agriculture Department# 

Saturday night spent until slssoat aidaight telephone unknown official 
of the Agriculture epertasnt st their bases until 1 located the right one# 
Persuaded him to cut red tape and telegraph clearance to animal health of- 
ficials st Idle-wild on threat of ire of President’s broth or- ' r>- .lew {w hom X 
then had not asst } if, after all the publicity, ha fell on his face » 

Sunday spent chasing and catching replacement goose on ice (while j 
was on crMehes) in case stolen geese weren’t returned in iisas, They we ye 
put back in the seme building from "ahieh they wore taken Sunday night? 

&badsy aorning rainy, Frederick Trucking coapeny took geese to 
airport, only to find planes fogged is. With air space already bought and 
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paid for, trucks r voluntas red two sen end. a truck aaa took geese to Hew 
York, 600 miles of travel* Be* like all others who helped, did it free. 

Meanwhile, with all the emergenci es adding to interest in story, 

Hire service® end r^tropoliten newspapers -wore celling hourly, tracking me 
down wherever I was, until late Monday night. 

Interest so great by time geese got to Hew York, there was e * wstcif 
on them. The pley In the Hew York papers was up to $ £tve~eobuB& page-one 
out. The Hew York time 3 res® 3e the out ss they remade editions, After the 
plane took off for Antigua, the closest commercial airport, .fan American 
found interest so great they cabled reports m progress to United States, 

At Antigua the geese were transferred to s waiting private plane, for there 
was no regular co'vserci el sir or ess transports! ion to the is lend. 

Meanwhile, preparst ions underway for shlpaent of gift of incubators 
with s capacity of 6,000 chi cron s gg s to be used for both goose-egg and inter 
chicken-egg hatching, contributed by friend, disinfected and c it. tod by shop 
class at a different (Damascus) high school with materials attributed by 
two civic organizations. 

Safe arrival of geese fbllowed by flood of rail end phone sells from 
ell ©round the world* few more touching, picturesque samples. My favorite 
is the one of a Lewton, Okie,, housewi to, Mrs. Marilyn hood, who had been 
raising prize-winning Be b set hounds to buy herself a Ceil Chapman gown she 
had long dreamed of, while her husband planned to use the proceeds to buy a 
brood cow for the bsef hard he was trying to build up. Of course, the kids 
si so expected their share of the loot, family meeting and decision to give 
the money to the Heifer Project* which bou#t s young rails cow and flew it 
to Ecuador. 

Picture® available; me holding gender, fleck leader ; flock in St. 



Luoie with Peach Ccjfpaaas. In charge and native helper ( the se are good shots) 
•ay own snapshots of the Chinas, including shepherding their young; snap- 
shots of Basset hounds with Wood children. 




